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UROLOGIC SURVEY

EDITORIAL COMMENT
In recent years, application of minimally invasive techniques (MIT) mainly open minimally invasive, laparoscopic and robotic surgery 
into kidney transplantation has become more popular in kidney donors than in kidney recipients. In this paper, the authors have 
systematically reviewed the limited data of MIT in kidney transplant recipients compared to open techniques for the first time. The 
results have shown no difference in terms of graft and patient survival. For open techniques, the Gibson incision has proved to show 
better results for incisional hernia, abdominal wall relaxation and cosmesis compared to hockey-stick incision. On the other side, 
as expected, less surgical site infections, incisional hernia, improved postoperative recovery with better cosmetic results have been 
achieved with MIT compared to open techniques. Unsurprisingly, the trade-off was for prolonged cold ischemia time, warm ischemia 
time and total operation time. Still the laparoscopic and robotic surgeries are not the standard of care in the management of kidney 
recipients; there is an undeniable leaning towards MIT especially in the robotic surgery arm.
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